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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District  : 

Number  of  Parishes 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  as  at  31/3/53 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 
Census  Population  1951  : 


Birth  Rate  15.0 

(Corrected)  16.1 

Death  Rate  11.6 

(Corrected)  9.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  5.1 


112,315  acres 
52 

£94,126 
£360  11s.  Od. 
8,599 
26,070 
26,535 


The  district  is  agricultural  in  character  and,  depending  on  location  varies  from  the  market  garden¬ 
ing  area  of  the  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  North-west,  to  the  fruit  growing  area  of  the  upper 
Rhee  round  Melbourn  and  Meldreth  and  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk  hills  to  the 
East  and  South. 


Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  agriculture.  There 
are  exceptions  however;  Sawston  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature  and  comparatively  large  numbers 
of  workers  are  employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture. 

Other  manufacturies  in  Duxford,  Barrington  and  Gamlingay  produce  synthetic  glues,  cement 
and  joinery  products  respectively.  The  majority  of  employees  thus  engaged  are  resident  within  the 
rural  district. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN  — Councillor  C.  Hagger 
Vice-CHAIRMAN — Councillor  E.  W.  Morley 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  circular  2/53  dated  22nd 
January,  1953,  and  the  information  requested  follows  closely  that  which  was  required  for  1951. 

Generally  the  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good.  There  has  been  a  fall  in  the  birth  rate 
from  17.6  in  1951  to  15.0  this  year.  The  death  rate  has  also  fallen  from  14.3  to  11.6.  Last  year  there 
were  14  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first  year  of  life  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.4  per  thousand 
live  births  ;  this  year  only  two  deaths  occurred,  both  in  the  first  four  weeks  oflife  and  the  rate  is  5.1. 
The  majority  of  infant  deaths  nowadays  takes  place  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  and  continued  efforts 
are  being  made  to  discover  and  eliminate  conditions  prejudicial  to  survival. 

The  district’s  experience  with  regard  to  infectious  disease  is  described  later  in  the  report.  There 
was  a  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  but  this  was  general  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 
The  cases  were  mild.  Two  cases  of  dysentery  and  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  With 
regard  to  food  poisoning,  the  district  was  indirectly  affected  by  the  outbreak  which  took  place  in 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital. 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  circular  45/52  stressed  the  need  for  economy  in 
local  authority  spending.  Progress  in  water,  sewerage  and  housing  improvement  schemes  is  affected 
unless  there  is  a  strong  case  on  public  health  grounds  for  work  to  be  carried  out.  Your  efforts  to 
improve  the  environmental  hygiene  of  the  district  have,  therefore,  suffered  a  temporary  set  back. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Linton  sewerage  scheme  which  should  come  into  operation 
next  year.  Sawston’s  sewage  disposal  works  remains  a  problem  and  the  need  for  a  new  works  is 
paramount.  During  the  year  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  held  an  investigation  into  the  need  for  the  Gamlingay  sewerage  scheme.  It  has  now  been  learned 
that  the  Minister  has  been  unable  to  allow  this  scheme  to  go  forward,  a  decision  no  doubt  based  upon, 
and  reflecting,  the  economic  conditions  of  the  country. 

Progress  in  the  supply  of  water  to  the  villages  is  mainly  dependant  upon  the  new  bore  at  Dotterell 
Hall.  After  a  prolonged  pumping  test  and  careful  observation  on  local  water  supplies  during  the  test, 
the  Ministry  has  granted  a  licence  under  Section  14  of  the  Water  Act,  1945  to  abstract  915,240  gallons 
per  day.  There  are  12  villages  still  without  a  piped  water  supply  and  it  is  in  order  to  supply  them  with 
this  essential  amenity  that  the  Dotterell  Hall  bore  has  been  sunk.  It  is  hoped  that  progress  with  the 
scheme  will  suffer  no  delays.  Not  only  is  there  an  urgent  need  for  piped  water  for  the  inhabitants  of 
these  villages,  but  until  it  is  available  the  local  education  authority  has  difficulty  in  providing  in  its 
schools  those  amenities  without  which  the  teaching  of  personal  hygiene  cannot  effectively  be  pursued. 

A  further  130  council  houses  have  been  built.  Despite  the  great  strides  made  in  your  reho^ing 
programme  it  is  noted  that  in  the  last  three  years  the  number  of  families  still  living  in  hutted  accomoda¬ 
tion  has  only  fallen  by  23.  In  last  year’s  report  I  stressed  the  problem  that  this  hutted  accommoda¬ 
tion  presents.  The  huts  have  now  been  in  constant  use  by  civilians  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
fabric  of  the  huts  is  getting  toward  the  end  of  its  life  when  maintenance  becomes  useless  and  unecono¬ 
mic,  wasting  both  labour  and  materials.  Further-more,  internal  condensation,  a  problem  inherent 
in  the  nature  of  the  buildings  themselves,  is  a  constant  annoyance  to  the  tenants.  It  is  therefore  a 
matter  of  urgency  that  you  should  determine  a  policy  for  the  more  rapid  vacation  of  these  premises. 
En  bloc  rehousing,  camp  by  camp,  would  be  ideal.  At  the  other  extreme  a  policy  whereby  huts  are 
demolished  and  not  again  relet  upon  the  present  tenants  being  rehoused  or  leaving,  would  at  least 
ensure  that  the  problem  was  certain  of  a  steady  reduction. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  United  States  Air  Force  opened  a  general  hospital  at  Wimpole 
Park.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  also  admitted  and  I  am  notified  of  such  occurrences. 

The  report  indicates  the  wide  range  of  activities  statutorily  undertaken  by  your  officers.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  large  area  to  be  covered,  the  two  sanitary  inspectors  have  a  strenuous  time  and  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  every  aspect  of  the  work  to  receive  adequate  attention,  particularly  as  certain  duties 
are  on  the  increase  whilst  there  is  no  diminution  in  others. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  public  health  committee 
for  their  support.  To  Mr.  Hoyle  and  Mr.  Taylor  I  am  grateful  for  their  assistance,  diligence  and 
untiring  efforts. 

1  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  A.  TYSER,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

July,  1953.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

184 

196 

380 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

12 

Totals 

189 

203 

392 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

15.0 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.07)  . . 

•  • 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

16.1 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

1  . . 

. . 

15.3 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

15.1 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0.23 

Rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

0.35 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

166 

137 

303 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

•  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11.6 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.82) 

•  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9.4 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales)  . . 

. . 

11.3 

Infant  Mortality.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1(1) 

1  (1) 

2(2) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1(1) 

1  (1) 

2(2) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births) 

5.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (England  and  Wales; 

«  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

27.6 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births)  5.1 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5.3 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births 

•  •  •  •  .  . 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality.  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion)  . , 

Nil 
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Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  . . 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Pulmonary  Male  2  Female  Nil 

Non  Pulmonary  Male  2  Female  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  . . 

Deaths  from  measles 

Deaths  from  pneumonia 

Deaths  from  influenza 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


48 

4 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 


CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

♦BIRTH  RATE 

15.6 

19.1 

17.5 

17.6 

17.6 

15.0 

♦DEATH  RATE 

14.1 

13.8 

11.9 

12.7 

14.3 

11.6 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

44.4 

19.2 

30.6 

11.5 

30.4 

5.1 

(21) 

(9) 

(13) 

(3) 

(14) 

(2) 

*  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected  so  that  they  are  comparable  from  year  to  year.  The  figures  in 
brackets  are  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in  each  year. 


TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1  year  . . 

1  and  under  2  . 
and  under  5 
and  under  15 
and  under  25 
and  under  35 
and  under  45 
and  under  55 
and  under  65 
and  under  75 
and  over 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1 

16 

3 

— 

3 

6 

3 

9 

6 

4 

10 

22 

17 

39 

46 

32 

78 

64 

76 

140 

166 

137 

303 

Totals  . . 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

“The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order  1951  ”  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Rural  District  Councils.  Under  present  arrangements  this  officer  is  also  appointed  deputy 
county  and  school  medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year. 

R.  J.  Hoyle,  M.R.San.l.,  M.S.l.A. 

H.  J.  Taylor,  M.S.l.A. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  of 
milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  and  all  necessary  examinations  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  have  been  no  major  epidemics.  Once  again  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  24  this  year  as  against  4  in  1951.  Generally 
scarlet  fever  was  more  prevalent  in  1952  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  cases  were  mild  in  character. 

Measles 

It  will  be  remembered  that  measles  epidemics  tend  to  occur  every  two  years.  In  1951,  an  epi¬ 
demic  year,  522  cases  were  notified  ;  this  year  the  figure  was  116. 


MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

Annual  case  incidence  and  deaths  1942 — 1952 

Years 

Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Total 

Measles 

Cases 

Deaths 

25 

256 

95 

535 

132 

111 

405 

341 

30 

522 

116 

2,422 

Whooping 

cough 

Cases 

Deaths 

92 

112 

56 

62 

1 

96 

91 

96 

130 

1 

64 

1 

181 

105 

980 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

This  disease  was  slightly  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 

One  case  was  notified.  This  child  was  not  seriously  affected  and  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 
Dysentery 

Two  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  occurred  at  an  R.A.F.  Station  ;  there  was  an  interval  of  a  month 
between  them.  The  source  of  the  infection  was  not  discovered. 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  two  cases  were  reported  this  year  ;  both  were  in  the  same  family.  No  organism  was  isolated 
nor  was  a  possible  source  of  infection  determined. 

During  the  year  a  large  outbreak  of  Salmonella  typhimurium  took  place  in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital. 
This  incident  concerned  the  district  indirectly  insofar  that  the  hospital  found  it  necessary  to  discharge 
to  their  homes  patients  still  infected.  By  arrangement  with  the  hospital  no  such  case  was  discharged 
until  the  home  circumstances  had  been  investigated  to  ensure  that  there  would  be  no  danger  of  spread 
in  the  community.  If  there  was  any  possibility  of  this  the  hospital  retained  the  patient  until  he  or 
she  could  be  considered  free  from  infection.  This  had  its  reward  in  that  no  spread  took  place  in  the 
district  from  positive  cases  discharged  to  their  homes.  With  the  co-operation  of  family  doctors  and 
patients,  stool  examinations  were  continued  after  discharge  until  three  consecutive  negative  specimens 
were  obtained.  For  anyone  remotely  connected  with  food  trades  or  food  preparation,  six  consecutive 
negatives  were  obtained.  Twenty  cases  still  excreting  the  organism  were  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes.  In  all  these  instances  careful  instructions  in  personal  hygiene  and  disposal  of  excreta  were 
given  to  the  families  and  patients  concerned.  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  them  for  their  help. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  notifications  received  from  medical  practitioners  under  Section  144  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936  there  has  been  a  system  in  force  for  some  years  whereby  I  receive  informal 
notifications  from  head  teachers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst  school  children. 
I  therefore  obtain  some  information  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  diseases  such  as 
mumps,  german  measles  and  chickenpox  for  example. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  in  Years 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Totals 

Under  1 

_ 

4 

_ 

■ 

2 

■ 

6 

1—2 

1 

21 

— 

— 

14 

— 

36 

3^ 

4 

26 

— 

— 

21 

— 

51 

5—9 

14 

51 

1 

— 

72 

— 

138 

10—14 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8 

15—24 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

25  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

24 

105 

1 

— 

116 

— 

246 

1951  Totals 

4 

181 

— 

— 

522 

— 

707 

Acute 

Food 

Puerperal 

Opthalmia 

Age  in  Years 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Poisoning 

Pyrexia 

Neonatorum 

Totals 

Under  5 

C  ^  A 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

j — 14 

15^14 

1 

8 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

14 

45—65 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

7 

65  and  over 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

20 

3 

6 

2 

— 

1 

32 

1951  Totals 

20 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

26  < 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  five  male  and  nine  female  pulmonary  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  time  and 
two  male  and  two  female  non  pulmonary  cases.  Twelve  pulmonary  and  four  non  pulmonary  cases, 
previously  notified  elsewhere  transferred  to  the  district.  One  pulmonary  case,  not  previously  notified, 
was  discovered  from  scrutiny  of  the  death  returns. 

On  balance,  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  twenty  more  pulmonary  and  four  more  non  pul¬ 
monary  cases  on  the  register. 

On  May  1st  “  The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1952  ”  came  into  operation.  They 
revoked  and  replaced  the  1930  Regulations  but  the  requirement  about  notification  itself  remains 
unaltered.  Although  in  the  present  structure  of  the  health  services  the  major  onus  for  prevention  of 
the  disease  rests  with  the  local  health  authorities  and  chest  physicians  there  are  important  environ¬ 
mental  duties  still  remaining  to  local  sanitary  authorities  particularly  with  regard  to  housing  and 
examination  of  milk  supplies.  Furthermore,  it  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  an  infectious  disease  and  as  such  its  control  is  primarily  a  matter  for  the  medical  officer  of  health 
of  the  sanitary  authority. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

Non  Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

Total 

Male  Female 

1.  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year 

60 

39 

25 

22 

85 

61 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during 
year  under  Regulations 

5 

9 

2 

2 

7 

11 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than  by 
notification  under  Regulations 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts 

8 

4 

1 

3 

9 

7 

(b)  From  Death  Returns 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5.  Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Register 

5 

2 

3 

1 

8 

3 

6.  Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  Register  at 
end  of  year 

69 

50 

25 

26 

94 

76 
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AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 
PULMONARY  AND  NON  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES  ON  REGISTER  AT  31.12.52. 


Age  Group 

Pul. 

Male 

Non  Pul. 

Pul. 

Female 

Non  Pul. 

Pul. 

Total 

Non  Pul. 

Grand  Total 

0—15 

5 

1 

8 

5 

13 

12 

25 

15—25 

6 

5 

9 

8 

15 

13 

28 

25—35 

19 

7 

10 

4 

29 

11 

40 

35—45 

13 

1 

13 

2 

26 

3 

29 

45—55 

12 

1 

7 

4 

19 

5 

24 

55—65 

10 

3 

2 

1 

12 

4 

16 

65  and  over 

4 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

8 

TOTALS 

69 

25 

50 

26 

119 

51 

170 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  under  this  section. 

Section  50 

Two  burials  were  arranged  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  this  section. 

The  disinterment  under  special  licence  of  one  male  person  was  also  supervised. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  : 

Total  number  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,148 

Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  180 

General  re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  686 

Housing  : 

General  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  209 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

General  Investigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Verminuous  Premises  and  Persons  : 

Premises  Disinfested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Visits  re  Verminous  Persons  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  Supply  : 

Inspections  and  Investigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Visits  re  Water  Sampling  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  153 

Visits  re  Chlorination  Tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Milk  and  Dairies  : 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Milk  Distributors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  , ,  105 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

Inspection  of  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  64 

Preserved  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Catering  Establishments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Other  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  109 

Slaughter-houses . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Public  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Knackers  Yards  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Shops  Act  : .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  129 

Factories  Act  : 

Inspections  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  130 

Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Public  Cleansing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  196 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  280 

Ditches  . .  . ,  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Sewage  Disposal  (including  survey  for  proposed  sewer)  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  535 

Visits  re  Burial  Grounds  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Visits  re  Disposal  of  the  Dead  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Petroleum  Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Schools  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  129 


Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Act)  . ,  , .  , .  . ,  , ,  10 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  in  respect  of  Housing  Defects  (Housing  Act)  . .  . .  , .  Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  164 

Number  of  nuisances  and  defects  found  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  532 

Number  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied  . .  . ,  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  645 
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HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing 


Acts)  .  227 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  94 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurous  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  8 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  . .  . .  176 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  2 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  Undertakings  in  respect  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  under  Section  11, 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  to  make  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(b)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  2 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  cases  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  2 

Housing  Progress 

Traditional  houses  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  130 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  28 


Permanent  Houses  Built  by  the  Council  1945 — 52. 

Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 
Houses  completed 

Total  683 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


26 

34 

68 

128 

140 

157 

130 
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The  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  remains  a  major  problem  which  is  being 
actively  tackled  by  the  Council.  In  October  a  Sub-committee  of  the  Housing  Committee  considered, 
in  the  light  of  revised  housing  application  lists,  the  housing  programme  for  the  ensuing  three  years 
and  it  was  agreed  that  a  constructional  programme  of  654  houses  be  approved.  Of  these,  250  will  be 
of  a  non-traditional  type  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  Council  have  100  such  houses 
under  construction  in  Sawston.  This  housing  programme  does  not  provide  for  the  systematic  abolition 
of  slum  properties,  of  which,  as  shown  by  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  there  are  several  hundreds. 

Following  the  termination  of  the  War  hundreds  of  huts  situated  throughout  the  rural  district  were 
vacated  by  the  Armed  Forces  and  in  consequence  of  the  acute  housing  shortage  were  occupied  by 
families  from  within  and  without  the  rural  district.  Faced  with  a  fait  accompli  the  Council  carried 
into  effect  the  then  difficult  task,  due  to  lack  of  labour  and  materials,  of  converting  the  hutments  into 
a  more  suitable  and  satisfactory  form  of  housing  accommodation  by  the  provisions  of  division  walls, 
cooking  and  drainage  facilities  and  the  installation  of  water  supply,  sink  and  lighting  etc.  The  position 
now  is  that  many  of  the  huts,  which  vary  in  construction  from  the  nissen  type  to  concrete  blocks  and 
plaster  board,  have  been  in  occupation  by  civilians  for  7  years  and  more.  Whilst  this  form  of  dwelling 
provided  “  housing  ”  for  the  immediate  post  war  years  it  cannot  be  expected  to  continue  to  do  so. 
The  constant  cost  of  repair  and  maintenance  of  these  huts  is  not,  however,  borne  by  a  general  rate 
charge,  since  the  excess  expenditure  is  reimbursed  by  the  Ministry,  nevertheless  the  cost  incurred  will 
increase  whilst  the  general  structural  conditions  of  the  huts  will  deteriorate.  Provision  in  the  Council’s 
housing  programme  should  take  into  account  the  systematic  rehousing  of  these  families.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  total  number  of  families  living  in  huts  to  the  31st  March  each  year  : — 


Year 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Total  Families  . . 

224 

327 

300 

305 

304 

Several  private  houses  have  been  derequisitioned  during  the  year.  Five  families  only  remain  in 
requisitioned  houses. 

Repairs  to  94  private  houses  have  been  required  by  the  department  during  the  year  as  a  result  of 
complaints  and  also  of  routine  inspections.  In  cases  where  occupants  have  been  rehoused  by  the 
Council  the  vacated  houses  have  been  inspected  and  where  found  necessary  owners  have  been  required 
to  repair,  or  the  property  has  been  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  and  Demolition  Orders  sought. 
No  doubt  the  modification  of  the  Rent  Acts  would  permit  a  greater  degree  of  repair  being  undertaken 
but  such  modification  would  not  be  a  panacea  for  all  bad  housing.  No  amount  of  rent  modification 
would  help  the  several  hundred  dwellings  which  are  already  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair. 

Housing  Act,  1949-1952 — Improvement  Grants 

The  operation  of  the  Housing  Act  1952  has  extended  the  scope  of  properties  which  are  eligible 
for  a  grant  by  the  inclusion  of  “  tied  ”  dwellings  hitherto  excluded.  Regulations  which  come  into  force 
in  November  increased  the  minimum  and  maximum  expenditure  which  may  be  incurred  on  work  for 
which  grant  aid  is  sought,  from  £100 — £600  to  £150 — £800.  Properties  which  are  of  poor  structure 
and  repair  do  not  attract  grant  aid.  Many  owners  have  been  given  advice  and  information  regarding 
improvements,  but  few  have  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

To  date  8  applications  have  been  received  but  only  two  conformed  to  the  requirements  and  have 
been  approved. 

Dangerous  Buildings  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  58) 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  this  year  and  intimation  notices  only  have  been  issued  in 
respect  of  cottage  properties. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  46  licensed  moveable  dwellings  in  the  rural  district,  the  majority  of  which  will  be  occu¬ 
pied  for  a  short  period  pending  the  provision  of  permanent  houses.  No  licensed  sites  are  in  occupation. 
Periodic  visits  to  the  above  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Particulars  of  population  and  numbers  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : — 


Parish 

Estimated 

population 

1951 

Number  of 
houses  as 
at  31/3/53 

Number  of 
houses 
supplied  as 
at  31/3/53. 

Source  of  Water  Supply  and  quantity  pumped 
31/3/53 

Sawston 

2197 

774 

735 

Sawston  bore  (Chalk  water)  14,270,000  gallons 

per  year 

Great  Abington 

493 

149 

137 

Little  Abington 

317 

96 

76 

Balsham 

719 

230 

194 

Bartlow 

82 

27 

22 

Carlton 

225 

88 

64 

Castle  Camps  . . 

513 

179 

149 

Linton  bore  (Chalk  water)  48,211,000 

Shudy  Camps 

260 

83 

80 

gallons  per  year 

Hildersham 

199 

65 

43 

Horseheath 

378 

128 

104 

Linton 

1795 

526 

476 

West  Wickham 

336 

119 

101 

Weston  Colville 

392 

117 

95 

West  Wratting 

446 

136 

113 

Abington  Pigotts 

143 

45 

43 

Bassingbourn  . . 

1248 

494* 

391 

Kneesworth 

116 

34 

12 

Litlington 

755 

240 

201 

Melbourn 

1598 

523 

309 

Meldreth 

771 

243 

193 

Guilden  Morden 

654 

200 

159 

Steeple  Morden 

692 

237 

167 

Croydon  bore  (Lower  greensand  water) 

Shingay 

40 

15 

13 

98,574,000  gallons  per  year 

Wendy 

116 

25 

24 

Whaddon 

307 

130* 

106 

Arrington 

640 

197 

99 

plus  92  hutments  supplied  from  R.A.F.  bore 

Croydon 

209 

73 

64 

Gamlingay 

1719 

526 

399 

Little  Gransden 

301 

101 

93 

East  Hatley 

76 

24 

22 

Hatley  St.  George 

69 

17 

16 

Orwell 

598 

191 

182 

Wimpole 

184 

61 

45 

Longstowe 

242 

60 

35 

Chesterton  &  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board 

Kingston 

167 

56 

48 

(Lower  greensand  water)  3,752,000  gallons 

Great  Eversden 

199 

57 

43 

per  year 

Little  Eversden 

255 

83 

69 

Heydon 

167 

59 

54 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C.  (Chalk  water) 

Great  Chishill  . . 

390 

112 

102 

3,882,000  gallons  per  year 

Little  Chishill  . . 

73 

32 

12 

No  Public  Piped  Supplies 

Whittlesford  . . 

954 

297 

Nil 

18  Council  houses;  piped  supply  from  bore  on  site. 

Foxton 

621 

174 

— 

Ickleton 

698 

214 

— 

14  Council  houses;  piped  supply  from  bore  on  site. 

Hinxton 

304 

98 

— 

Barrington 

570 

168 

— 

Tadlow 

97 

36 

— 

Thriplow 

541 

163* 

— 

Shepreth 

470 

143 

8 

Supplied  by  a  small  public  main  extention. 

Pampisford 

355 

107 

Nil 

Babraham 

209 

95 

— 

Fowlmere 

613 

252 

— 

102  Dwellings  supplied  from  ex-R.A.F.  Bore. 

Duxford 

1022 

300 

' 

38  Council  houses;  piped  supply  from  bore  at  adjacent 

factory. 

*  These  figures  now  include  dwellings  on  R.A.F.  Establishments. 
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Sampling 

Samples  from  the  public  piped  supplies  both  at  the  bores  and  on  the  pipe  lines  are  obtained 
monthly  and  examined  bacterioligically.  This  sampling  is  supplemented  by  the  chemical  analyses 
once  a  quarter  from  the  Council’s  bores  and  once  in  six  months  from  water  supplies  obtained  in  bulk 
from  adjacent  water  authorities.  All  public  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

A  total  of  120  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  plus  28  for  chemical  analysis  have  been 
obtained  from  public  supplies,  and  6  samples  were  found  to  be  bacteriolically  contaminated  to  a  minor 
degree.  These  were  investigated  and  in  most  cases  found  to  be  due  to  a  disturbance  on  the  pipe  line 
and  in  one  case  due  to  work  being  effected  at  the  borehole. 


Private  Supplies 

The  majority  of  private  water  supplies  which  have  been  sampled  are  due  to  complaints  being 
received.  Of  29  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  3  for  chemical  analysis  12  have 
been  found  unfit.  In  these  instances  owners  were  asked  to  obtain  a  supply  from  the  Council’s  main 
where  this  was  possible. 


Public  Pumps 

The  department  attends  to  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  public  pumps.  Five  have  been  repaired 
during  the  year  at  Hinxton,  Foxton,  Barrington,  Whittlesford  and  Pampisford  respectively.  Three 
other  disused  pumps  have  been  dismantled  and  the  wells  sealed. 


Water  Main  Extensions 

There  have  been  two  public  water  main  extensions  during  the  year.  A  supply  has  been  afforded 
to  the  Housing  Site,  Meldreth  Road,  Shrepreth  and  to  properties  en  route  by  a  1,192  yards  extension 
of  the  Meldreth  water  main.  At  Linton  water  is  now  available  to  properties  on  the  Horseheath  Road, 
due  to  a  250  yards  extension.  The  piped  supply  to  Tadlow  village,  for  which  a  tender  of  £6,351  3.  lOd. 
has  been  accepted,  is  shortly  to  be  commenced. 

In  an  effort  to  expedite  the  water  main  extension  at  Longstowe  village  the  Council  have  authorised 
the  Consulting  Engineers  to  place  the  asbestos  cement  mains  on  order,  the  delivery  of  which  will  be 
approximately  12  months.  It  is  expected  that  this  scheme  will  shortly  be  put  to  tender. 


Housing  Site  Schemes 

Independant  piped  water  supply  schemes  have  been  installed  at  the  new  housing  sites  at  Ickleton 
and  Whittlesford.  The  water  in  each  case  is  from  a  bore  and  it  is  distributed  by  means  of  a  sub¬ 
mersible  pump  coupled  to  a  hydro-pneumatic  tank. 

The  building  of  much  needed  council  houses  in  villages  without  public  piped  water  supplies 
presents  both  financial  and  technical  problems.  The  provision  of  a  communal  pump  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  letting  of  houses  without  piped  water  supply  and  water  borne  sanitation  is  not  recommended 
and  it  must  be  realised  that  when  piped  water  supplies  are  available  such  houses  will  be  given  these 
necessary  facilities.  On  the  other  hand  a  multiplicity  of  small  isolated  water  schemes  is  both  costly 
in  capital  expenditure  and  maintenance.  The  reluctance  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  authorising  main  extensions  to  the  villages  of  Barrington,  Foxton  and  Shepreth  sub¬ 
scribes  to  this  problem. 
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REPRESENTATIVE  RESULTS  OF  WATER  ANALYSES  FROM  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


Examination 

Fowlmere  Airfield  Bore 

Chalk  Water 

Sawston  Bore 

Chalk  Water 

Croydon  Bore 

Lower  Greensand 

Water 

Linton  Bore 

Chalk  Water 

Chesterton  and  St.  Ives 

Joint  Water  Board 

Lower  Greensand 

Water 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C. 

Chalk  Water 

1 

Physical  Characters 

Good 

Good 

Very 

Good 

Good 

Good 

pH  Value 

7.3 

7.1 

slight 

deposit 

faintly 

turbid, 

odourless 

7.5 

7.1 

7.2 

7.1 

Chloride  parts  per  100,000 

2.1 

2.3 

3.10 

1.95 

8.75 

1.75 

Ammonia  (Free  &  Saline)  parts 
per  100,000  . . 

0.0276 

0.0004 

0.0642 

0.0020 

0.0234 

absent 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  parts 
per  100,000  . . 

0.0008 

0.0004 

0.0006 

0.0006 

0.0010 

0.0030 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hrs,  at 
37°C . 

0.0324 

0.0296 

0.0265 

0.0260 

0.0298 

0.0362 

Nitrates  (Expressed  as  Nitrogen) 

0.80 

0.65 

absent 

0.70 

absent 

0.60 

Nitrites  . . 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Total  Hardness  (Parts  per 
100,000)  . 

26.3 

27.6 

21.5 

25.2 

33.8 

29.4 

Microscopical  Examination  of 
deposit 

None 

None 

Mainly 

None 

None 

None 

Bacteriological 

Examination  : — 
Coliform  Organisms  in  100  mis. 

absent 

absent 

mineral 

matter 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent  • 

Number  of  microorganisms  per 
per  ml  at  37°C. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  microorganisms  per 
ml  at  21°C.  . . 

Nil  1 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

COMPREHENSIVE  WATER  SCHEME 

In  July  Messrs.  G.  Stowe  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  commenced  sinking  the  borehole  at  Dotterell  Hall  Site 
in  Fowlmere  Parish.  This  borehole  will  supplement  the  water  provided  by  the  Council’s  existing 
boreholes  in  furnishing  a  supply  to  the  12  remaining  villages  still  dependant  on  local  public  pumps  and 
private  supplies.  The  bore  extends  160  feet  deep  into  the  chalk  and  is  lined  to  a  depth  of  50  feet  with 
27  in.  diameter  steel  tubing.  A  14  day  pumping  test  was  carried  out  in  September  under  the  direction 
of  the  Geological  Survey  Department  who  took  observations  and  water  levels  of  surrounding  wells 
and  also  noted  recovery  speeds  from  pumping  water  level  to  rest  level,  in  the  borehole.  For  12  con¬ 
secutive  days  over  a  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  were  pumped.  The  Council  has  now  received 
an  intimation  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  that  the  Minister  is  prepared  to 
issue  a  licence  under  Section  14  of  the  Water  Act,  1945  (for  abstraction  of  underground  water)  subject 
to  the  following  conditions  : — 

(1)  “  The  maximum  daily  quantity  of  water  which  shall  be  abstracted  from  the  said  borehole 
shall  be  915,240  gallons. 
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(2)  The  rate  of  abstraetion  of  the  water  shall  not  exceed  45,000  gallons  per  hour. 

(3)  The  Council  shall  at  the  earliest  practicable  date  install  and  maintain  in  good  order  such 
apparatus  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Ministry  for  measuring  and  recording  the  total  quantity 
of  water  abstracted  from  the  said  borehole. 

(4)  The  Council  shall  keep  daily  records  showing  the  total  quantity  of  water  so  abstracted  and,  if 
required  to  do  so  by  an  officer  duly  authorised  to  exercise  in  relation  to  the  borehole  the  power 
conferred  by  paragraph  (a)  of  sub-section  12  of  Section  14  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  produce 
such  records  to  him  for  his  inspection  or  transcription. 

The  water  from  the  borehole  is  a  typical  chalk  water  having  a  total  hardness  of  265  parts  per 
million.  The  dominant  feature  being  temporary  hardness  (210  ppm)  and  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
calcium  carbonate.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  characteristic  is  wasteful  of  fuel  and  soap  both  in 
industry  and  in  the  home  and  doubtless  leads  to  greater  use  of  synthetic  detergents.  In  addition 
scaling  of  domestic  plumbing  is  a  necessity  from  time  to  time.  Nevertheless,  in  a  rural  district  where 
it  is  estimated  that  over  l/3rd  of  the  water  consumed  is  used  by  cattle  and  other  live  stock,  the  bulk 
softening  of  water  may  not  be  economically  practicable. 

The  iron  removal  plant  at  Croydon  borehole  is  at  the  time  of  writing  under  construction.  This 
water  from  the  lower  greensand  is  ferruginous  in  character  and  occasions  many  complaints  being 
received  from  consumers  as  to  unpleasant  appearance,  taste  and  smell,  particularly  where  properties 
are  situated  at  the  extremities  of  the  water  mains. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  investigation  by  the  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
into  the  proposed  £41,400  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Gamlingay  village,  was  held  on 
25th  September. 

The  department  carried  out  a  house  to  house  survey  in  the  parish  and  compiled  statistics  and  a 
report  for  the  Minister  as  to  the  prevailing  sanitary  circumstances.  It  is  now  learned  that,  due  to  the 
restricted  national  expenditure,  the  Minister  is  unable  to  regard  the  proposals  as  of  such  urgency  to 
justify  its  authorisation  at  the  present  time.  The  Council  are  to  approach  the  Minister  again  on 
this  matter  in  six  months  time. 

Linton  village  sewerage  scheme  and  disposal  works  are  nearly  completed. 

Stage  1  of  the  Sawston  village  scheme  was  commenced  in  January  1953.  This  will  probably  be 
completed  by  June  and  will  link  up  a  council  housing  site  of  some  200  houses  with  the  existing  disposal 
works,  by-passing  the  old  and  dilapidated  sewer.  The  sewage  disposal  plant  continues  to  take  an 
ever  increasing  load,  but  fails  to  deal  adequately  with  it  in  spite  of  slight  modifications.  The  effluent 
discharging  into  the  river  and  the  disposal  of  the  sludge  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Construction  of  a 
new  disposal  works  was  necessary  long  ago  but  this  has  not  come  to  fruition  due  to  circumstances 
beyond  the  Council’s  control. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  policy,  small  sewage  disposal  plants  have  been  constructed  on 
new  housing  sites  at  Orwell,  Ickleton  and  Little  Eversden.  It  is  understood  that  difficulty  is  exper¬ 
ienced  with  the  temporary  sewage  treatment  plant  at  Melbourn  Housing  Site.  This  plant  is  of  a  very 
temporary  nature  and  was  constructed  pending  the  village  sewerage  scheme.  The  village  scheme 
must  be  proceeded  with  if  further  expenditure  is  not  to  be  incurred  on  this  plant. 


Private  Drainage 

The  inspection  and  testing  of  all  new  drains  (apart  from  Council  house  drains)  is  attended  to  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  A  total  of  125  drainage  systems  have  been  constructed  during  the  year  and 
these  have  been  examined  and  tested. 

A  further  79  drains  have  been  inspected  and,  where  necessary,  tests  applied.  In  addition  76  visits 
were  made  in  connexion  with  proposed  drains. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  undertaken  throughout  the  district,  part  by  direct  labour, 
comprising  29  parishes  and  the  remaining  23  parishes  by  5  private  contractors.  The  following  shows 
the  frequencies  of  collection  : — 


Frequency  of  collection 

Council  Operated  Scheme 

Private  Contractors  Schemes 

Once  a  month 

No.  of  Parishes 

No.  of  Parishes 

19 

3 

Once  in  two  months 

10 

7 

Once  in  three  months 

Nil 

13 

Council’s  Scheme 

A  10  cubic-yard  side-loading  vehicle  is  used  employing  2  loaders  and  a  driver.  Refuse  is  disposed 
of  at  three  controlled  tips  situated  at  Bassingbourn,  Whittlesford  and  Sawston  respectively.  No 
particular  difficulty  has  arisen  during  the  year  apart  from  unauthorised  persons  gaining  access  to  the 
tips  and  disturbing  the  refuse  and  sleeper  roadways  due  to  the  sorting  over  of  refuse.  So  great  did 
this  nuisance  become  that  the  Council  took  a  successful  action  against  a  person  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  section  76  (3.b). 

A  tip  fire  occurred  at  Whittlesford  which  necessitated  the  services  of  the  Fire  Brigade  together 
with  the  use  of  a  bulldozer  in  order  to  localise  and  extinguish  the  fire. 

Private  Contractors’  Schemes 

The  5  contractors  each  operate  for  a  group  of  parishes  and  refuse  is  disposed  of  in  5  tips  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  in  a  haphazard  manner.  Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  both  from 
Parish  Councils  and  from  private  individuals  as  to  this  generally  poor  and  unsatisfactory  service  due 
to  the  unhygenic  method  of  collection  ,  which  is  by  open  vehicle,  including  a  farm  cart  towed  by 
tractor,  and  to  the  uncertain  and  infrequent  service.  Some  contractors  undertake  gritting  of  roads, 
a  priority  in  bad  weather,  and  refuse  collection  is  thus  delayed.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report, 
however,  the  Council  has  placed  on  order  a  new  vehicle  which  will  facilitate  a  monthly  collection 
being  given  throughout  the  whole  district  and  the  private  contracts  will  be  terminated.  Collection 
and  disposal  costs  for  year  ending  31st  March  1953  are  as  follows. 

Council’s  Scheme 

Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  . .  . 

Estimated  numi)er  of  clearances  . .  . 

Cost  per  ton  collection  and  disposal  . .  . £1  Is. 

Cost  per  clearance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . 

Private  Contractors  Scheme 

Figures  of  refuse  tonnage  are  not  available 
Estimated  number  of  clearances 
Cost  per  clearance 

Night  Soil  Collection 

This  service  is  not  provided  by  the  Council  except  in  part  of  the  parish  of  Sawston,  comprising 
approximately  120  houses,  where  a  private  contractor  is  employed.  In  some  of  the  larger  villages 
private  arrangements  for  collection  and  disposal  are  made  between  a  firm  of  contractors  and  occupiers 
of  properties. 


1,658 

58,000 

7fd. 

7.43d. 


25,000 

9.76d 
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Pest  Destruction 

The  use  of  modern  insecticides  in  the  post  war  years  has  diminished  the  number  of  complaints 
received  of  infested  premises.  During  the  year  5  premises  were  disinfested,  four  of  which  had  recently 
been  vacated  by  the  tenants. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

In  the  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  to  what  extent  the  Council  administered  The  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  The  position  remains  the  same  with  the  Council  employing  a  rat  catcher 
on  contract  basis  to  carry  out  destruction  on  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and  on  council  housing  sites 
where  infestation  is  persistent. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  note  that  very  few  complaints  of  rat  infestation  of  properties  have  been 
received  during  the  year  and  from  observations,  when  attending  to  property  repairs,  few  infestations 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  department. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  or  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  bedding,  toys  and  other 
articles  of  upholstery.  Premises  where  the  reconditioning  or  repair  of  the  above  articles  are  carried 
on  are  outside  the  scope  of  the  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

No  licences  have  been  issued  permitting  persons  to  keep  pet  shops. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

A  sustained  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  samples  from  the  89  herds  now  producing  milk  in 
the  rural  district. 

With  the  limited  staff  and  the  numerous  statutory  duties  devolving  upon  the  department  it  is 
difficult  and  often  impossible  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  a  particular  aspect  of  the  work  without 
detriment  to  other  duties. 

The  transfer  of  the  control  of  milk  production  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  in  1949,  was  looked  upon  with  some  misgiving  and  regret.  The  transfer  however 
occasioned  new  and  more  comprehensive  legislation.  In  January  1952  I  was  invited  to  serveon  the 
Milk  Sub-committee  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and  I  am  therefore  in  a  positi  on  to 
assess  the  general  improvements  in  the  control  of  milk  production  and  feel  that  at  least  in  this  County 
any  misgivings  have  not  been  justified. 

The  following  table  shows  the  designation  of  milk  produced  and  number  of  producers  over  the 
last  5  years.  I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Agricultural  Committee  for  the  post  1949  figures. 


Designation 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Tuberculin  Tested 

19 

19 

37 

44 

45 

Accredited 

23 

25 

20 

15 

11 

Non-designated 

56 

54 

48 

43 

33 

Total  Producers 

98 

98 

105 

102 

89 

18 


Samples  have  been  obtained  from  the  above  herds  for  biological  examination  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Milk 

Designation 

No.  of  herd 
milk  samples 
submitted 

Representative 
No.  of  cows 

Myco. 

tuberculosis 

present 

Brucella 

abortus 

present 

Samples  rendered 
abortive  due  to 
Guinea-pig  death 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

45 

893 

1 

Nil 

2 

Accredited 

12 

124 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Non-designated 

26 

191 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

83 

1,208 

1 

1 

2 

The  routine  sampling  of  milk  supplies  is  a  most  important  preventative  measure  in  safeguarding 
the  public  health.  The  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  was  notified  of  the  tuberculous  sample  of 
milk  which  came  from  a  tuberculin  tested  herd.  The  infected  cow  was  discovered  and  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculous  Order  1938.  With  regard  to  the  sample  containing  Brucella  abortus  the  cow 
keeper  voluntarily  agreed  to  send  the  milk  for  heat  treatment.  Action  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949  was  therefore  not  necessary. 

School  Milk  Samples 

A  total  of  13  milk  samples  were  obtained  from  various  schools,  8  were  of  pasteurised  and  5 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  The  former  samples  were  found  to  be  adequately  pasteurised  and  the  latter 
samples  free  from  infection.  As  the  majority  of  schools  are  supplied  from  the  larger  producers  and 
creameries,  one  sample  from  a  group  of  schools  obtaining  the  supply  from  one  source  is  usually  taken. 

The  registration  of  dairies  and  milk  distributors  together  with  the  issue  of  annual  licences  govern¬ 
ing  designated  milk,  as  distinct  from  control  of  milk  production,  is  the  concern  of  local  authorities. 
There  is  a  growing  tendency  amongst  small  distributors  to  obtain  pre-bottled  milk  from  wholesalers 
with  the  result  that  the  small  distributors  dairy  where  bottling  is  carried  out  is  disappearing  and  being 
superseded  by  milk  stores  where  bottled  milk  merely  awaits  final  delivery.  The  delivery  of  loose  milk 
by  hand-can  is  also  on  the  decline. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  Milk  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  . .  4 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  (Non-Producers)  . .  . .  . .  13 

Annual  licences  issued  under  the  Designated  Milk  Regulations  are  as  follows  ; — 


Type  of  Licence 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealer  Licences 

9 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Supplementary 

Licences 

8 

Nil 

7 

2 

Twenty-nine  inspections  of  dairies,  milk  stores  and  distributors  vehicles  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Minor  infringements  of  the  various  Regulations  were  attended  to,  such  as  the  want  of 
redecoration  of  premises  and  distributor’s  names  and  addresses  on  milk  delivery  vehicles. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


The  inspection  of  premises  in  which  food  intended  for  human  consumption  “  is  prepared  for  sale 
or  sold,  or  offered  or  exposed  for  sale,  or  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  of  preparation  for  sale  ” 
is  a  necessary  routine  if  the  risk  of  food  poisoning  outbreaks  are  to  be  diminished.  Your  officers  have 
advised  on  the  handling,  preparation  and  storage  of  foods  to  which  support  is  given  by  the  recently 
adopted  food  byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Occupiers  have  also  been  advised 
on  structural  improvements  and  repairs.  One  hundred  and  seventy  visits  have  been  made  to  food 
shops  and  cafes,  42  informal  notices  were  issued. 


The  following  works  have  been  executed  : — 

Cold  water  provided  (piped)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Hot  water  provided  (piped)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Sink  installed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Soap  and  towels  provided . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Draining  boards  provided . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Waste  pipes  trapped  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Drainage  systems  constructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Water  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Urinals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Notices  (relating  to  hand  washing)  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Structural  repairs  to  walls,  floors  ceilings  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Fly  proof  safe  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Food  Premises  (Section  14) 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  ; — 

(a)  Fish  Frying  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

(c)  Sausage  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

A  total  of  72  routine  visits  to  the  above  premises  were  recorded.  Improvements  to  general 
cleanliness  and  structural  repairs  etc.  are  embodied  in  the  works  carried  out  to  Food  Shops  (see  above). 


Bakehouses 

There  are  19  bakehouses  on  the  register.  All  are  small  in  character  and  cater  for  local  needs. 
During  the  year  one  has  been  completely  rebuilt  and  major  improvements  carried  out  to  a  further 


one.  Thirty-one  visits  to  bakeries  were  recorded  and  the  following  works  carried  out  : — 

Hot  and  Cold  water  provided  (piped)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Drainage  systems  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  Closets  installed  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Structural  repairs  . .  . .  , .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  , ,  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  . ,  .  . .  .  . .  9 


Public  Houses 

In  keeping  with  the  general  improvement  in  food  premises  throughout  the  district  the  routine 
inspection  of  public  houses  has  continued.  Increased  glass  washing  facilities  and  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  etc.  have  been  required  to  21  premises  and  a  total  of  61  visits  to  premises  recorded.  The 
following  works  have  been  carried  out  as  a  result  of  such  visits,  but  it  by  no  means  represents  the 
overall  improvements  to  public  houses,  since  the  brewers,  their  attention  having  been  drawn  to  the 
necessity  for  improvements  in  some  of  their  houses,  often  put  into  effect  similar  works  in  other  houses 
under  their  management. 
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Drainage  systems  provided  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  6 

Drainage  systems  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . ,  3 

Water  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Urinals  constructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  8 

Pail  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sinks  and  Draining  boards  provided  . .  .  10 

Cold  water  laid  on  in  pipes  . .  . .  . .  .  9 

Hot  water  laid  on  in  pipes  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  8 

Ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  3 

Artificial  light  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Structural  repairs .  . .  . .  .  43 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 


Ice  Cream 

Of  the  60  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  14  premises  did  not  sell  ice  cream  during 
the  year.  The  majority  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  pre- wrapped  and  is  supplied  by  large 
manufacturers.  There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  rural  district.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory 
dealt  with  the  31  samples  of  ice  cream  obtained  for  bacterioloical  examination  from  retailers  premises. 
The  following  show  the  comparative  results  over  the  last  five  years. 


SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLING  RESULTS 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Provisional  Grading 

Percentage  of  Samples 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Grade  I 

Good 

44 

86 

62 

47 

71 

Grade  II 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

22 

7 

18 

35 

19 

Grade  III 

Poor 

12 

Nil 

11 

12 

10 

Grade  IV 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

22 

7 

9 

6 

Nil 

All  retailers  store  ice  cream  in  refrigerators  and  no  contravention  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treat¬ 
ment)  Regulations  were  found. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Amendment)  Order  1952  states  “Ice  Cream  shall  contain  not 
less  than  4%  fat,  10%  sugar  and  5%  milk  solids  other  than  fat”.  There  is  a  proviso  concerning 
“  Kosher  ”  ice  cream  and  ice  cream  containing  fruit  puree.  This  order  is  enforced  by  the  County 
Council. 


Unfit  Food 

No  formal  seizure  of  unfit  foods  under  the  Act  has  been  necessary.  The  undermentioned  foods 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  retailers  and  destroyed  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  unfit  beef,  pork 
and  lambs  liver.  These  were  directed  for  conversion  into  animal  foods  and  fertilizers.  The  attention 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  method  of  meat  transportation  from  the 
slaughterhouses  to  the  retailers  premises,  as  this  was  considered  a  contributory  factor  to  bone  taint, 
the  reason  for  the  unfitness  of  the  major  proportion  of  the  beef.  Sixty-one  visits  are  recorded  in 
connexion  with  food  examination  and  the  following  foods  were  found  unfit  : — 
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Beef 

Pork  . 

Chitterlings  . . 

Bacon 
Cheese 
Tinned  Ham 
Tinned  Lambs  Liver 
Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Jam 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Vegetables  . . 

Eggs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Number  28 


Cwts.  qr. 
5  0 

3 


1 

2 

1  2 

3 
1 
1 

1  0 

1 


lbs. 

1 

22-1 

7 

16 

10 

20 

1 

lOi 

H 

6 

lOi 

12 

7 


Total 


112  5 


Dogs  in  Food  Premises 

The  appeal  to  dog  owners  not  to  take  their  dogs  into  food  premises  has  been  quite  successful. 
Notices  appealing  to  dog  owners  and  signed  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  were  handed  to  shop 
owners  for  display. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  district  councils  duties  under  this  Act  are  confined  to  requiring  adequate  sanitary  conveniences 
for  shop  assistants,  and  the  provision  of  proper  and  sufficient  means  of  heating,  and  ventilation  of 
shops.  The  greater  number  of  the  shops  in  the  district  are  food  premises  and  are  in  the  main  dealt 
with  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

One  case  of  inadequate  shop  heating  was  remedied. 

Slaughter  of  Animals 

There  are  13  licensed  private  slaughter-houses  which  are  used  for  slaughtering  of  pigs  for  owner 
consumption  and  also  for  an  occasional  casualty  animal  requiring  immediate  slaughter.  The  general 
slaughtering  of  food  animals  takes  place  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  controlled  slaughter-houses  in  the 
City  of  Cambridge  where  the  meat  is  examined  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  that  authority. 

Twenty-nine  men  hold  current  licences  to  slaughter.  Licences  are  renewable  every  three  years. 

Offensive  Trades 

Complaints  are  still  being  received  regarding  offensive  smells  from  the  factory  at  Duxford  which 
converts  unfit  meat  and  offal  into  animal  foods  and  fertilizers,  despite  improvements  in  the  manner 
of  dealing  with  waste  steam  and  effluvia.  Such  is  the  construction  of  this  factory  that  the  control  of 
effluvia  presents  considerable  difficulty. 

Knackers  Yards 

Annual  licences  are  issued  in  respect  of  two  knackers  yards  where  a  small  and  spasmodic  amount 
of  slaughtering  is  carried  on.  Both  have  been  visited  during  the  year. 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 

In  connexion  with  the  statutory  labelling  of  substances  containing  petroleum  spirit  5  samples  of 
such  substances  were  obtained  from  manufacturers  by  the  department  and  submitted  to  the  flash 
point  test.  Advice  was  then  given  on  labelling. 

The  inspection  of  new  installations  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  for  both  processing  in 
factories  and  for  retail  sale  are  undertaken.  Thirteen  visits  are  recorded  in  these  instances. 

The  inspection  of  existing  petroleum  spirit  storage  installations  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  renewal 
of  annual  licences  is  not  carried  out  by  the  department. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  of  the  City  of  Cambridge  for  the  loan 
of  apparatus  in  order  to  determine  flashpoints  of  substances  containing  petroleum  spirit. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937—1948 


Outworkers,  Section  110-112 

An  effort  to  visit  the  48  outworkers  engaged  in  the  making  and  finishing  of  wearing  apparel,  has 
has  been  made. 

Twenty-eight  visits  were  recorded  and  in  no  cases  were  infringements  of  the  Factories  Acts  noted. 
Two  firms  failed  to  send  in  lists  of  outworkers  as  required  by  the  above  Act  and  were  subsequently 
warned  of  the  contravention. 

Fire  Escape — Section  34-37 

Twenty-seven  factories  hold  a  certificate  under  the  above  Act  for  adequacy  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1, — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

20 

16 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

94 

108 

16 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  Out-Workers  Premises) 

5 

6 

1 

— 

Total 

119 

130 

17 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Referred 

No.  of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

11 

13 

_ 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

[13 

10 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

26 

24 

1 

1 

— 
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Crompton  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Primers,  Sawston,  Cambridge 
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